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“Integration and reactivation of endogenous DNA viruses in
unicellular eukaryotes”

Viruses infecting protists play important ecological and evolutionary roles by modulating
microbial population dynamics and contributing to genome evolution through
endogenization. Protist genomes contain tens to thousands of endogenous viral elements
(EVEs), many of which appear intact and may represent functional viruses. Some EVEs are
related to virophages—uviruses that parasitize on larger “giant viruses” infecting eukaryotic
hosts. Using an isolated virophage system, we aim to uncover the molecular mechanisms
underlying viral DNA integration and reactivation.

The seminar will be held
on Wednesday 21 January 2026 at 15:00

in the Milan Hasek Auditorium at IMG

(Institute of Molecular Genetics of the Czech Academy of Sciences, Videnska 1083, Prague 4)



